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Beloved souvenir
opens path to Sitka,
past and present

By Jim Buchta
Star Tribune Staff Writer

T0DAY'S QUOTE

“One thing I noticed quickly was
that Alaska was almost an obses-
sion to many of the people living
there. It was not simply aplace in

which they happened to reside.” —

author Joe McGinnis

ears ago I bought an antique photo album, a leather-
bound souvenir with an Eskimo painted on the cover.
It was the photographic account of a Minneapolis
woman who traveled to Alaska by steamship in 1936, from
Seattle to a tiny town on Baranoff Island: Sitka.
Big adventure for the times. Alaska wouldn’t become a
state for more than 20 years.
Every black-and-white photo had a caption. The story, told ]
in photos, fascinated me. Who was this woman? Why Alaska? ' :
What was it about Sitka that drew her? i
And what was Sitka like today? I
When I opened the book, tiny flowers with translucent ]r i '*
petals and faded leaves floated from between the pages. 3 -
“Me and the pansies,” she had scrawled beneath one of the ¥ - ¥ 3
photos. A
Another showed the woman standing at a woodsy trail
head between two totem poles.
“Lovers Lane,” the caption said.
I imagined the woman stopping along the trail to sniff,
then examine the flowers, picking them in hopes of
preserving something that wouldn’t last forever: a moment
in a magical, faraway place.
I followed her path to Sitka, and now I've stood on that
trail, too, between the same tall totem poles. Maybe Sitka
taught her something about herself and our world. It did
for me.
I've been to Sitka twice now, collecting my own
scrapbook of memories and photos. Both times my
partner, John, and I planned the journey around
the Sitka Symposium, an annual weeklong gather-
ing of writers, poets, thinkers and seekers who
come to discuss the big questions of our times —
questions of faith and reconciliation, and how
to understand the scientific and the divine in
nature.
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SITKA continues on G7
— Six miles in a kayak — what could go wrong?
— Upcoming Sitka Symposiums, G8

Kayaking the Inside Passage near sunset
on one of Alaska’s endless summer days.

Robin Hood/Special to the Star Tribune

Alaska Division of Tourism
Denali often hides in the clouds; this day
it was exposed inits full glory.

zone was maybe the size of a
Volkswagen, and even the
mountain goats we saw were
struggling up this high.

Stretching for nearly 300
miles behind me was the forest,
avista of fluffy white peaks
sprinkled with black rocks and
dark streaks descending to the
depths.

In front of me to the west,
against a piercing blue sky,
were more snow-blanketed

I'was surrounded by beauty
and silence. I was literally and
figuratively as close to the
top of the world as I had ever
been.

Last spring, on a clear, pic-
ture-perfect Alaska day, I came
to the western range of the
Chugach Forest, south of An-
chorage, to fly with the Chu-
gach Powder Guides and snow-
board down 19,500 vertical feet
of glacier snow.

DENAL

Sometimes it takes patience to catch reathe.
I'was standing some
4,700 feet above sea level

and could see the sea. It was
maybe 20 miles away, at least a
weeklong hike, across the rip-
pling, snow-covered mountain-
tops of Chugach National Forest.

Or, more practically, about
seven minutes in the helicopter

a glimpse of the continent's
biggest mountain. G5

INSIDE PASSAGE

roots of

Cuzco, Peru

The number of Web sites dedicated to
cruise ships is multiplying. Here are
the pros and cons of booking

acruise online. G4

that just dropped me here.

I'was straddling a rocky
mountain ridge less than 4 feet
across.

I had to remind myself to
breathe.

Pilot Garth Eggl’s landing

peaks. In the distance, a break
in the canyons made way for a
fat waterway — in this case, the
Turnagain Arm of the Cook In-
let, the sole ocean route from
the Pacific to Anchorage’s
ports.

It was the single most ex-
hilarating day of mylife.

The forest stands on the Ke-
nai Peninsula, stretching south
of Anchorage along the Cook
Inlet across to the Gulf of
Alaska and Prince William
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A breath-taking adventure on Alaskan slopes

By Troy Melhus
Star Tribune Staff Writer

Sound. At nearly 6 million
acres, the forest offers hun-
dreds of square miles of back-
country skiing.

Two years ago, National Ge-
ographic Adventure magazine
ranked helicopter-skiing in
Chugach as the 21st greatest
adventure in the world. It
sounded like the ultimate
snowboarder challenge: off-
the-chart runs fraught with
endless avalanche dangers,
heart-stopping vertical drops
and jumping from hovering
birds.

SKI continues on G3
—Avalanche among therisks
—Options for first-timers,G2
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SKI from G1
Avalanche
amongrisks
heli-skiers
might jace

That’s not quite the reality.

“The reality is a lot of people
tend to sell themselves short
and tend not to go helicopter-
skiing when they will do just
fine,” said Chugach Powder
Guide Mike Davidson, my
guide for the day. “The reality
of most helicopter skiing is re-
ally nice, cruiser runs.”

Not that heli-skiing is 100
percent safe, of course. In Jan-
uary, for example, four-time
world-champion snowboarder
Craig Kelly was among seven
killed in an avalanche while
heli-skiing in the Canadian
Rockies.

While the Chugach guides
warned of such risks, they also
calculated them in ways that I
never felt afraid.

One skier at a time

My day began early, with
nearly an hour’s worth of class-
room instruction followed by
another hour’s worth outside.
Instructors talked weather pat-
terns, how to “swim” out of
moving snow and how to lo-
cate and use the avalanche
beacons with which we were all
equipped.

While there was always a
chance for avalanche, we were
told, our guides would steer
clear of unreasonable risk.

We would fly in groups no
larger than five. The helicop-
ters would always land — our
gear was kept in baskets out-
side the door. One guide would
lead four skiers and the guides
would always ski out first. Just
one skier would follow at a
time.

While the runs were long —
each taking between 20 to 40
minutes to descend — we’d al-
ways take short breaks
throughout. We’d meet along
the sides of the slopes, where

The Alyeska Resort in Girdwood,

Troy Melhus/Star Tribune
Alaska. Before boarding the heli-

copter, back-country skiers learned how to huddle down.

Davidson would give addition-
al instructions each time.

And at the bottom of each
run we would wait for the heli-
copter, which would ferry us to
our next run.

I fight

I have flown in a helicopter
many times, but the takeoff
from the tiny Girdwood Airport
ranks among the most breath-
taking flights of them all.

We had already been told
how to huddle as the chopper
landed in front of us: Down on
one knee, our faces covered
with one arm to protect us
from the blowing snow and our
other arm holding down the
gear.

We loaded our equipment
and climbed aboard. Slowly
the helicopter hovered and
turned. Eggl gave us alook,
tipped the nose down and we
shot down the runway like a
taxiing plane as the helicopter
lifted off. It felt as if our feet
would skim the glades below.

My first run, “High Five,” is
still a blur. It was a 20-minute,

gradual descent, a bowl run
through waist-deep, un-
touched powder, which I
carved with wide, fluid turns.

It was an easy run, but still
left my heart in my throat. It
was, after all, my first time.

“It’s just so much to take in
all at once,” Scott Van Tim-
meren later assured me. Van
Timmeren, a member of my
group, was a young heli-ski
veteran from Michigan.
“You're looking at all the scen-
ery, you're looking at the runs,
you're worried about listening
to the guide and you're worried
about your skiing. It’s just in-
formation overload.”

We skied nearly 20,000 ver-
tical feet like that all day long. I
traversed canyons, hiked
mountain saddles and floated
across the fine powder of the
Chugach’s untouched, isolated
glades.

Recounting it now, I still
have to remind myself the ob-
vious:

Breathe, Troy. Breathe.

— Troy Melhus is at tmel-
hus@startribune.com
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Stay as
$69.00

[7 Per Night

Ranked #4 as the Hottest
Place to Cool-off in

America!

- The Travel Channel

For reservations call: 1-800-800-4997
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THE NEXT WAVE IN FAMILY FUN ARRIVES  FoUR INDOOR PARKS TOTALING
OVER 180,00050. FT OF FAMILY FUN!

~ 1-800-867-WILD ~

(ANl Vilderness Parks Reserved For Resort Guests Only + Mo Public Admission)

FE. 281 2003!

Introducing 70,000 sq. . of NEW Indoar Waterpark!
Featuring the Surge, a One of a Kind Indoor Wave Poal.
Call Now & Plan your Family Spring Break Today!

WISCONSIN

1-800-432-8747

TRAVELWISCONSIN.COM

Stay just a little bit longer

Twice the fun!

Treasure Island

| America’'s Largest Waterpark Resort |

Over 65,000 sq. ft. of Indoor Waterpark fun with the
Tallest & Longest Waterslides in the USA!
330 Luxury Family Rooms & Suites.
Captain’s Quarters featuring - Two Bedroom Suites
with Fireplace, Whirlpool & Private Balconies.

Ski Packages Available

When you stay at Treasure Island Waterpark Resort or

~ EVERYTHING

Lo o8 N

Or vis
www. WisDellsTreasurelsland.com

the Captain’s Quarters you play FREE af Family Land’s...

Bay of Dreams

One of America's Largest Indoor Waterpark

our web site for Specials

No Public Admission - All Wilderness Parks Reserved For Resort Guests Only!

WILDERNESS HOTEL & GOLF RESORT + 511 E. ADAMS ST + WISCONSIN DELLS, Wi 53965 - WWW.WILDERNESSRESORT.COM

IHave way more fun
than you budgeted for.
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Carnival's prices include virtually everything — fabulous meals,

Vegas-style shows and Carnival's pampering service.

And with a wide choice of cruise vacations to all the most $

popular destinations, it's your best vacation value.

At prices like these, you can't afford to stay home.

from

day cruises to the Caribbean
from Miami, Tampa,
Port Canaveral & New Orleans

449

3 & 4 day cruises to The Bahamas
from Miami & Port Canaveral

5249

4 & 5 day cruises to the Caribbean from
Miami, Tampa, New Orleans & Galveston

3299

CALL OUR TRAVEL PARTNER,
OR 1-800-CARNIVAL,
OR VISIT CARNIVAL.COM

Exotic 8 day cruises to the Caribbean
from Miami & Ft. Lauderdale

49

NEW ITINERARIES

FREE

VACATION

GUARANTEE, The

Wosiholl Tkl

e )l Carnival

Most Popular Cruise Line in the World!.

SUNDAYS 612-375-5040

MINNEAPOLIS 612-375-2884

SAINT PAUL 651-292-5164

TRAVEL SERVICE

travel.fields.com

*Rates are per guest, double occupancy, capacity controlled and cruise only. Government fees/taxes ($10-$60) are additional per guest.
Rates available on select sailings only. Restrictions apply. +Limitations apply on Vacation Guarantee. Call Carnival for more information.
© 2003 Carnival Corporation. All rights reserved. Ships' Registry: The Bahamas and Panama.

SOUTHDALE 952-924-6777
ROSEDALE 651-639-6777
RIDGEDALE 952-591-6777

TOLL FREE 1-800-316-6166

or 1-888-553-9428 ¢ 10am-2pm

BROOKDALE 763-569-6777
BURNSVILLE 952-435-4827
MAPLEWOOD 651-773-6777
ROCHESTER 507-280-5330
ST. CLOUD 320-654-4272

Escape LOW Temps
with LOW Prices

MAZATLAN

11

PER NIGHT

MEXICO

Mazatlan

Mon & Fri Departures
Air, Hotel, Transfers From:

339"

@ ()ceano Palace

ALLINCLUSIVE: Includes all
meals, beverages & more!

Kids ages 6 & under stay FREE!*
7 nfs, March 28 & 31

Mon Departures,
Air, Hotel, Transfers From:

89”

@ 10 Bavaro Resort

ALLINCLUSIVE: Includes al
meals, beverages & more!

7 nts, April 7, 14 & 21

Ixtapa

Wed & Sat Departures
Air, Hotel, Transfers From:

169"

@ Radisson

Resort Ixtapa

Kids ages 11 & under stay FREE!*
Al beverages included!**

7 nts, March 5, 12 8 26

CARIBBEAN
Punta (ana PuertoPlata Jamaica

Tue/Fri Departures,
Air, Hotel & Transfers:

899"

© lberstar

(osta Dorada

ALLINCLUSIVE: Includes ol
medls, beverages & more!

7 nts, March 18

Puerto
Vallarta

Wed & Sat Departures
Air, Hotel, Transfers From:

399>

@D NH Krystal Vallarta
7 nts, March 12, 26 & 29

& (cidental Allegro Cozumel
@ (cidenta Grand Noevoallarta '199%
@ (ccidental Allegro Playa Dorada 519999
© (cidental Allegro Cozumel

&P

OCCIDENTAL

HOTELS & RESORTS

AIR/HOTEL/TRANSFERS FROM

$5|999

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 3 nts, March 5
ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 12 & 26
ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 17 & 18

1099”

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nis, March 15, 26 & 29

Thu & Sun Departures
Air, Hotel, Transfers From:

039>

© Super(lubs

Breezes Runaway Bay

ALLINCLUSIVE: Includes all
meals, beverages & more!

7 nfs, April 3,6 & 17

@ Beach Palace
@ (ancun Palace
@ ventura Palace

@ Moon Palace

=
PALACE & RESORTS

Cancun’s Finest All-Inclusive Resorts

AIR/HOTEL/TRANSFERS FROM $

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 14, 15, 28 & 29

1399”

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 14, 15, 28 &29

1599”

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 31, April 3 & 6

1599*

ALL-INCLUSIVE! 7 nts, March 31, April 3 & 6

Cancun  *]9Q% | Ft. Myers $2]9% | Jamaica

7 nts, April 1 & 8

7 nts, March 8

AIR ONLY

7 nts, March 13

20,9 | Punta (ana*35Q%

7 nts, March 10

Win A Trip For Two 10 Punta CaNa! VisiT “VAcATION GETAWAYS” AT WWW. STARTRIBUNE.CoM/ TRAVEL!

Visit tgvacations.com for destination
information and additional pricing.

To book call your travel agent.
&P Indicates Travel Agency is open Sat/Sun.

|-ATLAS TRAVEL * 7 Days AWeek ...................d 612.781.9532
A-1 TRAVEL + Open M-F8-530 ... ...952.925.2551/800.967.2088
AAAMINNEAPOLIS .................. 952.921.2525/800.871.7352
ACTIONTRAVEL « M-F 8a-7p SASU8a-3p .............! 952.890.0525
ADLER'S TRAVEL * Rochester .....800.658.7039
ALLABOUTTRAVEL ............ooooviiniiiiiil 763.781.7405
ALL AROUND ADVENTURES.COM .. .. €D.952.835.3700
AMERICAN GROUPTOURS ........... 800.499.6190/651.452.4679
BREAKAWAY TRAVEL « 7 Days AWeek ............... 651.784.0120
CARALABEN TRAVEL SRVS * Sat & Sun 9am-6pm €3R.763.577.9027
CAREFREETRAVELSRVS* ........................ 612.521.0130
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL

55 Local Agencies ...........ovvvveviiiiiiieniiniind 871.295.7607
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * AppleValley ... 952.432.6272
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Blaine ...... €¥8.763.792.1199
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Boomington . ... €38.952.921.2244
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL  Chanhassen .. €38.952.934.0151
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Crystal ...... €3.763.535.1731
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Eden Prairie .. €78.952.941.8900
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Edina .............. 952.929.6444
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL « Elk River ........... 763.441.6830
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * GoldenValey ....... 763.546.8823
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Maple Grove . €38, .763.420.6666
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Minneapolis ... € 612.339.0374
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * North Qaks ........ 651.483.0296
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Osseo D 7634242828
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL * Plymouth ..... €. . 763.557.0060

CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL ¢ Richfield .. < 612.866.4577
CARLSONWAGONLITTRAVEL * Rochester * .. 507.281.1014
CARLSON WAGONLITTRAVEL * StPaul ............ 651.290.9002
CARLSON WAGONLIT TRAVEL *Wayzata ... D 952476.1714
CARROUSEL TRAVEL/AMEX * Richfield .....512.866.2503
CIACTRAVEL * Bloomington * Open Sun ... 952.346.0157
CIACTRAVEL * Savage * OpenSat ..................... 952.736.3653
COASTALTRAVEL * ..612.338.5555/800.559.5555
FOREST LAKETRAVEL ............cccoeviiiiinnd 651.464.5092
HOBBIT TRAVEL * Minneapolis 612.338.8880
HOBBIT TRAVEL « St.Paul ... 612.338.8880
HOBBIT TRAVEL * Rochester .....507.288.3001
JACKSONTRAVEL &TOURS + Mpls ....... €® 6125298155
LEISURE TRAVEL * Edina ............... 952.831.2705/800.657.3268
LINDBERG TRAVEL * Maple Grove ................... 763.424.3975
LTCTRAVEL *OpenSun ....oooooviiiiiiiiiinnnn 952.368.9776
MARSHALL FIELD’S TRAVEL SERVICE

Sundays Call 10am-2pm .................. 612.375.5040/888.553.9428
Brookdale ... 163.569.6777
Burnsville ... 952.435.4827
Maplewood ........oooooiiiiiii 651.773.6777

MARSHALL FIELD'S TRAVEL SERVICE CONTINUED...

Minneapolis ....................o.o 800.669.2884/612,375.2884
Ridgedale ... 952.591.6777
Rochester .. ...800.659.0458/507.280.5330
Rosedale .........oooviiiiiiii 651.639.6777
$t.Cloud ... ...800.776.6392/320.654.4272
...800.874.0063/651.292.5164
........ 95292467177
....................... 800.316.6166
ross from Wayzata Depot .. .952.475.3500
MONEY-MARK TRAVEL * D §00.367.8098/651.426.9228
NEW ULMTRAVEL ................. 800.657.0151/507.233.4000
NORTHTOWN TRAVEL, INC. (Northtown Mall) ......763.780.1620
NORSEMEN TRAVEL * Chaska * Open Sat ............. 952.448.3434
STARTRAVEL
Open 7 DaysAWeek .........ccoevvvviiiiiniiniinnd 800.335.1144
TICKETS-N-TRIPS * Fridley .763.780.9495
TRAVEL EASY +Waconia ... 9524424443
TRAVEL SERVICE COORDINATORS * Plymouth ......763.544.3191

Southdale ...
Toll Free

Airfares are round trip air from Minneapolis/St. Paul’s Humphrey Terminal. Al prices are per person based on double occupancy, are not refroactive, and are subject to change without notice, may
not be applicable on all departures and least expensive class of service. Cancun, Cozumel, Puerto Vallarta and Mazatlan round trip fares valid for PM departures and returns only where applicable.
Domestic prices include a round-rip fuel surcharge of $20 per person. International prices include a round-fip fuel surcharge of $40 per person. International taxes and fees of up to $89.29 for
Mexico departures, up to $100.60 for Caribbean departures, passenger facility charges of up to $4.50 each way for domestic departures, Hawaii taxes and fees up to $13.30, segment fees of
$3 per segment, per person for domestic departures and September 11th Security Fee up to $10 per person are not induded and are due with final payment. Various cancellation penalties,
payment requirements and holiday/special event/weekend charges may apply. The Pre-Travel Penalty Waiver is not included in the advertised price. Please refer to the Operator/Participant

CONSURER PROTECTION

I

included. Typographical and printing errors are subject to correction.

Contract for additional information regarding cancellations, refunds, etc. Signed Operator,/Participant contract is required and will be provided by your travel agent. Charter air service
provided by TransMeridian Airlines, Ryan Inferational Airlines and American Trans Air. All airfures are capacity controlled and subject to limited availability. Energy
surcharges for Las Vegas hotels are not included. *Maximum of 2 children with 2 adults. **Includes domestic liquor, besr, wine & soft drinks. Gratuities are not
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TRAVEL SERVICE

Experience value, service and a name you can trust. Celebrating 40 years.

SIGNATURE TOURS BY

MARSHALL FIELD'S
TRAVEL SERVICE

EXCEPTIONAL OFFERS

| FROM NORTHWEST AIRLINES

WORLD VACATIONS

JAMAICA - SAVE $50
Valid at select Sandal's or Beaches
Resorts with any 7 night stay.
Call now for details.

CANCUN - FROM $453
5 nights, air & hotel

PUERTO VALLARTA- FROM $611
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Skiing in Alaska? Consider back country

By Troy Melhus
Star Tribune Staff Writer

Skiing in Alaska can be like a
dream — a small, expensive
one, thatis.

While there are several small
ski areas throughout the state,
Alaska has but one full-scale,
traditional ski area at Alyeska
Resort in Girdwood, about 45
minutes south of Anchorage by

e

to Anchorage and the only one
affiliated with Alyeska.

Theirlocation alone made
Chugach Powder Guides the
most attractive option to a first-
time back-country snow-
boarder like me.

Prices run between $650 for a
one-day trip to $4,475 for a

offer a snowcat backup option
for clients, guaranteeing some
back-country skiing in case heli-
copters can’t fly on a particular
day.

Where to stay

Luckily — or perhaps not —1I
had relatives in Anchorage,
which meant that my mornings
and nights were largely spent

_ 5 nights, air & hotel car (the Web address is weeklong package including . commuting to Alyeska, about an
Our unique escorted tours JAMAICA - FROM $578 http://www.alyeskare- hotel. Reservations and deposits [ 250 miles  Pacific Ocean hour each way.
include airfare, sightseeing, sort.com.). are required. (Go to the Web at — Most of the heli-skiing pas-

and accommodations.

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

8 days, departs May 17

CASTLES & GARDENS
OF ENGLAND
8 days, departs July 5

LONDON ARTS &
ANTIQUES
9 days, departs Sept. 17

5 nights, air & hotel

WORRY-FREE VACATIONS
SUN AND FUN

PUERTO PLATA - FROM $528
7 nights, air & hotel

PUNTA CANA - FROM $1039
7 nights, air & hotel, all-inclusive

PUERTO VALLARTA - FROM $374

3 nights, air & hotel

NO OTHER TRAVEL PURCHASES CAN HELP YOU EARN THIS REWARD

Each time you accumulate $400 or more in new Marshall Field's
purchases on your Marshall Field's Card, we'll reward you with
a Regards Reward® Certificate* good for 15% savings on
regular-priced merchandise for an entire day.

Rates are per person, double occupancy. Select dates, based on availability and subject to change, unless noted otherwise.

Typographical and printing errors subject to correction. Taxes and insurance additional. Restrictions apply. Other dates may be available.
*Certain restrictions apply. See store for details. Offer not available for travel purchases or purchases made online

or from Marshall Field's Direct catalogs. The Marshall Field's Card is a credit card issued by Retailers National Bank,
an affiliate of Marshall Field's Stores. Subject to credit approval.

Sundays call 612-375-5040 or 1-888-553-9428 10am-2pm
Minneapolis 612-375-2884 Burnsville 952-435-4827

Saint Paul 651-292-5164
Southdale 952-924-6777
Rosedale 651-639-6777

Ridgedale 952-591-6777
Brookdale 763-569-6777

Maplewood 651-773-6777 W;}/

Rochester 507-280-5330
St. Cloud 320-654-4272
Toll Free 1-800-316-6166

TRAVEL SERVICE

travel.fields.com

It’slarge — 68 runs — but
even so, I'd hit every trail by my
third day there. If you want a full
Alaska skiing experience, you'll
want to consider back country.

While many heli-skiing op-
erations are based in Valdez and
share aremote section of
Chugach National Forest there,
the Chugach Powder Guides are
the closest heli-skiing business

St

Vacation Packages

Make tracks while the snow’s
here! Ski lift tickets, meals and
lodging in Deadwood. 2 people.
1 night. §100.

travelsd.com

For a free Vacation Guide call

1°-800°-S°DAKOTA

Vacation in the Peaceful and Untroubled land called Alaska. Great Alaskan
Holidays extends to the readers of the Star Tribune a Special Limited Offer:
7 day rental of a fully-outfitted, sparkling, 24’ motorhome for $449".

Visit your special web site at www.greatalaskanholidays.com/mn
then call us at 1-888-2-Alaska to book your vacation.

Northwest Airlines offers direct flights from MSP to Anchorage. @ NORTHWEST #?isd
O

Great

http://www.chugachpow-
derguides.com).

Ididn’thave reservations
and opted to fly standby with
Chugach for a slightly lower
price.

As a standby customer,
could only fill an empty seat,
most likely the result of another
customer’s last-minute can-
cellation. As standby, I also had
tobe at theresort early each
morning with no guarantees
thatTwould go.

For a single day, Chugach
guarantees up to 20,000 vertical
feet of skiing, or about five to six
long runs. For example, we typi-
cally lifted off from a base eleva-
tion of 1,000 feet above sea level
and flew to an elevation of about
5,000 feet, for a 4,000-vertical-
foot run. When skiers reach
their vertical limits, they can
purchase additional skiing time
by the vertical foot.

Chugach Powder Guides also

sengers [ rode with stayed as
part of a package deal at the Al-
yeska Prince Hotel, an opulent,
first-class hotel with more than
300 rooms at the base of the ski
resort.

Other heli-ski companies,
such as the Valdez Heli-ski
Guides, also offer package ac-
commodations closer to their
base locations. Valdez Heli-ski
Guides are on the Web at
http://www.valdezheliski
guides.com/

Milwaukee to host Harley birthday bash

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Harley-Da-
vidson Inc. will celebrate its
100th anniversary with events
along Lake Michigan’s shore-
line, including exhibits spon-
sored at the Milwaukee Art Mu-
seum.

Harley originally planned to
stage its centennial events at
three sites in Milwaukee and
Oshkosh. Now the motorcycle
company has decided to keep
allits ticketed events close to-
gether along Lake Michigan,
said Joanne Bischmann, Har-
ley’s vice president of market-
ing. The events will start Aug. 28
and end in a birthday finale
Aug. 31.

CURRENCY ADVICE

IRVELNOTE

The Labor Day celebration is
expected to attract thousands of
motorcyclists converging on
Wisconsin after driving four
routes from different parts of
the country.

The celebration’s first three
days will have ticketed events at
the art museum and festival
grounds along the lake.

Harley will charge $50, plus a
$5 tax and handling fee, for tick-
ets, which will provide un-
limited three-day access to the
festival grounds, displays and a
one-time admission to the art
museum. Tickets go on sale
Monday.

Harley, which expects to sell
150,000 tickets, will decide later
whether to sell individual tickets
to events, Bischmann said.

The festival grounds will fea-
ture Harley-Davidson exhibits,
stunt and drill teams and 10
stages of live entertainment.
The art museum will have ex-
hibits on design, product styling
and development. The celebra-
tion also will include a parade of
motorcyclists Aug. 30.

Harley also has planned a
free party with live entertain-
ment for its Aug. 31 finale at Mil-
waukee’s Veterans Park along
Lake Michigan.

More information: Harley-
Davidson Inc.:http://www.
harley-davidson.com
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nies charge service fees, com-
missions or factor a profit into
the rate they offer. What matters
is the amount you net per dollar.
The fastest, easiest and usually
cheapest way to change money
is by using an ATM to withdraw

from banks and other sources,
but the chief one for foreign-
currency checks is AAA Travel
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927-2525, plus other locations;
no fee for AAA members).
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Book With The Experts!

Select departures. Per person, subject to change & LIMITED availability. R

HOT DEALS!

ions apply. G taxes &

fees & September 11th Security Fee of up to $110 are extra.

AIR & HOTEL .. 39999

CRUISES .. 399pp

Fares based on per person, double occupancy, cruise only.
fees & taxes up to $48.19 are additional.
Transfers are also additional. Other restrictions apply. Ship
registry; British, Bermuda & Gibraltar.

Travel Agency!

PRINCESS

where i belong=
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7~NIGHT CRUISE
AND 2~NIGHT LAND

RoyalCaribbean

INTERNATIONAL

Get out there

7~NIGHT CRUISE
AND 4~NIGHT LAND

$40 per person. Intemational taxes & fees of up to $89.29 for Mexico departures, up to $100.60 for Caribbean
departures, passenger facility charges of up to gt!.ﬁl] each way for domestic departures, segment fees of $3 per
segment, per person for domestic departures & September 11th Security
Fee up to $10 per person are not included & are due with final payment.
Various cancellation penalties, payment requirements & holiday/special
event/weekend charges may apply. Charter air service provided by
TransMeridian Airlines, Ryan Intemational Airlines & American Trans Air.
Al airfares are capacity controlled & subject to limited availability.

VACATIONS

GET REJUVENATED!

Tours include: 1st class hotels, airport transfers, services of a
professional tour director, air conditioned motorcoaches, superb
sightseeing, excursions and much more!

Prices are per person, based on double occupancy, INSIGHT VACATIONS

subject to change & based on availability. Prices
bosed on select 2003 LAND ONLY ieprtres. /s Art of Touring in Style

Carlson Wagonlit Travel is not responsible for errors or omissions. Prices can be withdrawn and are subject to change without notice. Prices quoted may not be guaranteed or protected until booked; policies vary.

Call today for one of our 55 Carlson agencies in the Minneapolis/St. Paul Area, or visit us at: www.carlsontravel.com
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RIDGEDALE 952-591-6777

SUNDAYS 612-375-5040 or 1-888-553-9428 * 10am-2pm

ST. CLOUD 320-654-4272
TOLL FREE 1-800-316-6166

51-464-2221
63-574-1660
.... 163-546-8823

BLOOMINGTON
W 533 W. 98th St..

CLOQUET..... @ MONTICELLO

63-295-3350
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A WHITE BEAR
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e 115-425-8200

320-259-1500
2-445-6463
2-474-1877

@ RIVER FALLS ..

A Open Saturday & Sunday

..651-426-7533
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Your experience begins with ourse




